The Collegian (2002-11-18) by Strubelt, John
Volume 55, Issue 13
Monday, November 18, 2002






A scavenger hunt will
kick off the 2002
International Education
Week celebration that
begins today and con-












2 teams triumph in
flag football; 11





made the setting com-
plete for the first annual
Flag Football Scorpion
Shootout, played Oct. 9
on the lawn behind the
Life and Health
Sciences building.
Campus housing move-in date nears
On Jan. 11, scores of students
will move into the former
Holiday Inn Fort Brown and
begin living on campus. 
University personnel are
busy converting the former
hotel into a home for students.
"Right now, the hotel's
almost up to par," said Vince
Solis, director of Student
Activities. "What they're doing
is getting [the rooms] ready,
cleaning out the carpets, mak-
ing sure that everything is in
order. They're placing different
outlets in different locations for
the micro-fridges, doing the
last-minute things."
A total of 143 students have
signed up for housing, so far;
the facility has a capacity for
230. Solis said he expects to be
operating at 80 percent capaci-
ty when the housing facility
opens in January.
Solis has hired six students to
assist him: two head residents
and four resident assistants.  
"Their responsibilities are to
ensure that the needs of the stu-
dents are being met," Solis
said. "But, more importantly,
they serve as a big brother/big
sister type of role model."
Each resident assistant will
be assigned 40 students and
they will conduct weekly and
monthly programs for the resi-
dents.
The programs will include
alcohol awareness, swimming
lessons and fun activities.
Julia Esparza, a nursing stu-
dent and former Marine, is one
of the head residents.   
"I was a Marine Corps ser-
geant," said Esparza, who also
has worked as the promotions
director for radio stations B-
104 and KTEX.
Ignacio Salazar, a sophomore
business major, will serve as
head resident for the men.
"I am going to make sure
every student has everything
they need and to enforce all the
policies," Salazar said. "I have
worked in marketing, so I know
how to deal with people."
The university will roll out
the red carpet to welcome the
students on Jan. 11. Solis said
they will be served barbecue
and will get help with moving
their belongings into the rooms
from faculty and staff. 
Snakes alive!
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Gorgas Science Society's Carlos Abrego (left), sophomore biology major, holds a Columbian
boa named Titan while Ada García, freshman social science major, and Maria Guadalupe
Sanchez, freshman biology major, examine the reptile during the first annual Student
Government Association Rush last Wednesday. More than 200 students received information
about the 21 clubs that participated in recruiting new members. The SGA also handed out free
pizza and soft drinks. Titan belongs to the Gladys Porter Zoo.
University pays tribute to veterans
Although nationally observed
on Nov. 11, UTB/TSC held its
Veterans Day ceremony a few
days early.
"Today's celebration on Nov. 7
is not intended to take away from
[Nov.] 11," said U.S. Coast
Guard Chief Boatswain Mate
John Gallagher.  "It is intended to
make our celebration worthy of
the sacrifices our veterans …
endured during the service of our
country."
Hundreds gathered on the
South Lawn where the
Brownsville Fire Department
displayed an 1,800-square-foot
U.S. flag, reported to be the
largest flag this side of San
Antonio.  The flag, which gar-
nered the most attention, was
draped between two fire truck
ladders reaching as high as 82
feet.  
The ceremony began with the
invocation by Carlos Navarro,





See ‘Veterans,’ Page 8
See ‘Housing,’ Page 12
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Representatives from the Walt Disney World College Program will be at the
SET-B Lecture Hall beginning at 9 a.m. today to recruit students. The Walt
Disney World College Program is a paid internship open to all majors and college
levels. Presentation attendance is required for interview.
Williams C. Powers Jr., dean of the University of Texas School of Law, will
meet with students interested in applying to the law school at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday
in the Gorgas Hall Board Room.
Representatives from the University of Texas Medical Branch will meet with
students interested in pursuing a career in the medical field from 2:30 to 3 p.m.
Tuesday in the Gorgas Hall Board Room. The event is sponsored by UTB/TSC
Office of Pre-Medical Education Programs. For more information, call Sandra
Gerace at 554-5059 or e-mail her at shgerace@utb.edu
The UTB/TSC Jazz Band will perform at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall. Admission is $3.
H-E-B's 11th annual Feast of Sharing will take place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesday at the Jacob Brown Auditorium. 
The UTB/TSC University/Community Orchestra will perform with violin-
ist Martha Placeres at 8 p.m. Wednesday in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission
is $3.
Paul Vitz, professor of psychology at New York University, will discuss the
origins of atheism on the radio program "Society Under Fire," which airs at
7:30 p.m. Thursday and 2:30 p.m. Sunday on KMBH-FM (88.9). Vitz is the
author of  "Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism." Scheduled to
appear on the program Nov. 28 and Dec. 1 is Dinesh D'Souza, the Rishwain
Research Scholar at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University and one of the
leading conservative thinkers of our time. D'Souza will discuss the conservative
response. He is the author of "Letters to a Young Conservative." David Pearson,
associate professor of sociology, hosts the program.
UTB/TSC and the Brownsville Independent School District will present
"Noche de la Guitarra," at 8 p.m. Thursday in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Proceeds will benefit the Mariaurora Arrese Music Scholarship Fund.
Admission is $10.
The Arnulfo Oliveira Literary Society will conduct a silent auction from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday through Saturday in the Hunter Room of the Arnulfo L.
Oliveira Memorial Library. The auction is open to students, faculty and staff
Thursday and Friday, and to the public on Saturday. Items to be auctioned include
lunches at local restaurants, books, hair products, jewelry, flower arrangements
and  tools. Proceeds will support the development of the collection and services
of the library. For more information, call John Hawthorne at 983-7410.
A student recital will take place at 1 p.m. Friday at the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission is $3.
The UTB/TSC Cinema Club will present "Run Lola Run," a German film
directed by Tom Tykwer, at 7 p.m. Friday in the Life and Health Sciences Lecture
Hall 1.102. Admission is free.
The Financial Assistance Office will be offering limited services Saturday to
Dec. 8 due to computer upgrades. For more information, call 544-8277.
The UTB/TSC Mariachi Escorpión will perform at 8 p.m. Nov. 26 at the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is $3.  
Tickets are on sale for the Holiday Social for full-time staff and faculty. The
dance will take place from 8 p.m. to midnight Dec. 12 at the Student Union's
Gran Salon and will feature music provided by a disc jockey, hors d'ouevres and
a cash bar. Attire is semiformal. Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased from
the following: Ronnie Zamora, Gorgas Hall C100; Karen Fuss-Sommer, Life and
Health Sciences Building 2.520; Norma Vera, SET-B 2.342; Pilar Saldivar,
Gorgas Hall; Emilia Taylor, North Hall 109; Liza Salinas, Tandy Hall 107; Lucy
Willis, South Hall 212; and Griselda Mendoza, Gorgas Hall. 
Carlos G. Gómez, professor of Fine Arts, will take part in a state invitational
exhibition titled "Sunny Side Up" at the Arlington Museum of Art in January
and will exhibit his one-man show, "Presence," in Austin's La Peña Gallery in
April. This fall Gómez was included in two books, "Contemporary Chicana and
Chicano Art Work: Artists, Works, and Education," published by the Hispanic
Research Center of Arizona State University, and Marquis Who's who in
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Rolando Acevedo (left) signs a Harlingen School District contact
sheet as district representative Joe Montemayor looks on during
last Wednesday's Education Expo in the Student Union veranda.
Representatives from five school districts and two teacher certifica-
tion programs answered employment questions from about 100 stu-
dents, according to David Gonzalez, a UTB/TSC career placement
specialist.  
SEATTLE--At Seattle University,
John Dienhart conducts autopsies, but
not of the medical sort. He examines
the ruined carcasses of corporate
empires like Enron and WorldCom,
looking for the lesson.
"Most people are really ethical peo-
ple," insists Dienhart, who teaches
business ethics and helps other profes-
sors incorporate ethics into their cours-
es. "They just don't know the rules, or
the traps."
Dienhart has taught the subject for
two decades, long enough to see the
rise and fall of large companies and the
evolution of a field that has been given
a boost, for better or worse, by scandal.
It begs a larger question: What
impact, if any, have the recent corpo-
rate scandals, the enduring images of
executives hauled away in handcuffs,
had on the teaching of ethics? And,
beyond that, can one teach another to
be ethical?
These are questions many have pon-
dered, as schools and corporations
work to identify not just ways to pre-
vent another Enron, but to deal with the
more indistinct ethical dilemmas that
businesspeople face each day.
"Arguably, the greatest teacher of
ethics, Socrates, is famous for saying
ethics can't be taught," said Thomas
Donaldson, the Mark O. Winkelman
professor at the University of
Pennsylvania's Wharton School of
Business. "But that prickly phrase
means, in the mouth of Socrates, that
you teach it in a different way."
On a recent weekday at Seattle
University, Dienhart begins his first
business ethics class of the semester by
scrawling the words "Ethics as excel-
lence" on the board. Most of the 41
master of business administration stu-
dents here work in management posi-
tions at local companies. Many have
faced ethical dilemmas. 
Dienhart's first assignment to them:
Pick a manager you admire and identi-
fy a set of key strengths. The second
part: If this manager would have been a
senior executive at WorldCom or
Enron, would these companies have
collapsed?
Andrew Esham, who works in sales,
shares the experience of a former boss
who was forced out of a family-owned
company after she raised questions
about its accounting practices. He
related this example to a leader's influ-
ence within a company.
"Don't things become institutional-
ized, like accounting practices and
mentality?" Esham asks his group.
"People migrate to a culture whether
it's right or wrong. Once it starts to
grow, it takes on a life of its own."
The intersection of business and
ethics that underlies Esham's observa-
tions has been debated for centuries.
Greek historian Polybius wrote of a
nation's decline, "At Carthage, nothing
which results in profit is regarded as
disgraceful."
The modern discussion can be traced
back four decades. In the July-August
1961 issue of Harvard Business
Review, the Rev. Raymond Baumhart
published a groundbreaking study
titled "How Ethical Are Businessmen?"
Baumhart, a professor at Loyola
University of Chicago, found that
while most executives professed "a
lofty level of ethical aspiration for
themselves," they had a lower opinion
of the "average" businessman. Most
respondents also acknowledged the
presence of generally accepted prac-
tices that were unethical.
"I think people were surprised that
these executives thought that ethics
really was just whatever they thought it
was," Dienhart says. "No one really
looked into the ethical attitudes and
beliefs of executives before."
While the field of business ethics
took form in the latter 1970s--prompt-
ed by the Watergate and the Lockheed
aircraft-bribery scandals--it wasn't
until the early 1990s that major corpo-
rations began instituting ethics officers.
These internal programs were a
direct result of the U.S. Federal
Sentencing Guidelines, which in
November 1991 offered the first com-
prehensive sentencing and enforcement
policy for corporations convicted of
criminal wrongdoing.
The "carrot and stick" approach gave
corporations financial incentive to fol-
low the rules. Under the guidelines, a
judge could reduce millions in mone-
tary penalties if a corporation proved it
had established an ethics program
before a law was violated or vice versa.
"The thinking was: If the company
did everything it could do to prevent
the wrongdoing, then it's the fault of
the individual," said Ed Petry, execu-
tive director of the Ethics Officer
Association.
Indeed, the guidelines spurred large
companies to appoint their first ethics
officers. In 1992, a handful of them
formed the Ethics Officer Association
as a way to share information. The
organization today has more than 800
members, Petry said.
As the resulting internal ethics pro-
grams have evolved, observers say
they've gained a better understanding
of programs that work and those that
don't.
They describe a good program as one
where leadership practices what it
preaches, where ethics is ingrained in
the corporate culture. When something
does go wrong, they say ethics officers
need the power to elicit change,
whether that means they occupy senior
management positions or have the abil-
ity to report directly to the board of
directors. 
Critics of current approaches point
out that Enron had an ethics program--
one that won awards. Business Ethics
magazine editor Marjorie Kelly says in
an article that companies like Enron
fool the public because many of the
things ethics programs measure are
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Classes on business ethics have new relevance
See ‘Ethics,’ Page 6
By Monica Soto
The Seattle Times
A scavenger hunt will kick off the
2002 International Education Week
celebration that begins today and con-
tinues through Friday. 
"The purpose of the International
Scavenger Hunt is to promote global
and cultural awareness," said Thelma
Sullivan, international students coun-
selor.  
"As college educators we have the
responsibility to make sure that our
students are aware of [international
culture]," Sullivan said. 
The scavenger hunt is open to all
students, except members of the
International Students Organization.
Copies of the list of 30 questions will
be available at the Student Activities
Office today. 
Each student who submits all items
and correctly answers all questions
(see list on this page) will be eligible
to participate in a drawing for the fol-
lowing prizes: a gift certificate for
two at Kohnami, Japanese restaurant,
a world atlas and a $10 gift certificate
for U-Mix.
"[Students] will have to submit the
questions, answers and the items on
Tuesday [Nov. 19] by 3 o'clock at La
Sala in the Student Union," Sullivan
said.
Other activities scheduled are
"Study Abroad," a lecture presented
by Cristine Scavo from UT-Austin at
11:50 a.m. Wednesday in Life and
Health Sciences Room 1.102.
"[Ms. Scavo] will be able to answer
more questions regarding the oppor-
tunities our students have to join and
participate in the programs that UT-
Austin has," Sullivan said.
"Professor's Passport to Asia," will
be presented at 11 a.m. Thursday in
the Student Union Ballroom.
Sullivan said the event is a set of lec-
tures by four professors who will
share their experiences about living
abroad.
"We are specifically showcasing the
Asian countries," Sullivan said.
The popular International Food
Festival takes place from 11 a.m. to
11 p.m. Friday at the gazebos. The
cost per plate is $4 and includes a soft
drink. Folkloric dancers from Mexico
and the Philippines will perform.
Friday night the celebration closes
with "Dances from India" performed
by Netty Reddy at 7 and the Cinema
Club presentation of "Run Lola Run"
at 7:30. Both events are in Life and
Health Sciences Room 1.102.
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Attention Graduating Seniors!
Are you unsure how to start your career?
Is your resume complete?
Are you concerned about interviewing for that perfect job?
Give us an opportunity to lend you a helping hand.
Visit Counseling and Career Services for assistance
with resume writing, interview techniques and to
explore career opportunities.
You’ve worked hard for your degree.
Now it’s time to put it to work; we can
show you how!
Visit Counseling and Career Services 
in Tandy Hall Room 205 or call 544-8292. The University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College
International Education Week 
Monday, November 18
International Scavenger Hunt
Sponsored by International Students Organization
(Throughout the day)
Forms will be available
at the Student Activities Office and will be
published by The Collegian
Tuesday, November 19
Scavenger Hunt Forms and Items
All forms and items must be submitted 
by 3 p.m.





11:50 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Life and Health Sciences #1.102
Thursday, November 21
Professor's Passport to Asia





From Mexico and Philippines
International Food Festival
$4 per plate
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Gazebos
Dances from India
7 p.m. Life and Health Sciences # 1.102
Cinema Club Film
"Run Lola Run"
7:30 p.m. Life and Health Sciences #1.102
Calendar of Events
Since the year 2000, International Education Week has been celebrated
on many campuses nationwide and abroad.  This celebration was instituted by
former President Clinton to promote global awareness, the importance of 
international education and exchange programs. UTB/TSC has scheduled a series
of events to join in the celebration and invites all of its students to participate in
and attend the upcoming events.  For more information, contact International
Students Counselor Thelma Sullivan in Tandy Hall 205. Phone: 544-8292,
e-mail: Thelma@utb.edu
November 18-22, 2002
Following are the questions that must be answered and the items that
must be submitted for the International Scavenger Hunt:
-- Other than English, what is the other official language in India?
-- Where is the famous waterfall of Iguazu?
-- Bring a sample of the famous "Wedgwood" porcelain and tell us where it is made.
-- Where is the Big Ben tower clock located?
-- What is the name of the Central American country that does not have a military force?
-- Who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 2002?
-- Bring a sample of a Matzo bread and tell us what cultural/religious group eats it and why.
-- Bring a recipe for a "Paella" dish and tell us what country it comes from.
-- What is the height of the highest mountain in the world and where it is located.
-- Skopje is the capital of what country?
-- Please draw the flag of Eritrea and include it with this list.
-- Bring a picture, postal card or photograph from Turkmenistan.
-- Name the UTB/TSC professor who lived in the Solomon Islands.
-- Which is the longest river in China?
-- What are the colors of the flag of Argentina? Bring one!
-- Who is the only department director in the Enrollment Planning section who served in Vietnam?  Please have him
initial your form.
-- In what Mexican state are the ruins of "Palenque"?
-- What is the name of the recently elected president of Brazil and what party does he belong to?
-- What is the main language spoken in the Philippines?
-- What is the former name of Sri Lanka?
-- What is the name of the most populous and brave tribe in South Africa?
-- In what country is the model from which Disneyland's Fantasyland castle was copied?
-- Bring a bottle of the most famous beer in Ireland.
-- Where was ice cream originated?
-- Where is Juan Valdez from?
-- In what continent is the Great Barrier Reef located?
-- What type of penguin is found in both the Arctic and the Antarctic Circle?
-- Bring a Filipino dictionary with English translations.
-- What is the name of the Muslims' religious practice in which they have to fast from dawn to sunset and how long
does it last?
-- What kind of tree leaf is in the middle of the Canadian Flag?
Campus goes global for International Education Week
By Sonia Mejia
Staff Writer
Dozens of students aspiring to be
health care professionals are receiving
guidance from the UTB/TSC Office of
Pre-Medical Education Programs.
"All the pre-med programs that UTB
is developing and will develop will be
coordinated and headed by this office,"
said Gerson Peltz, director of OPEP.
"Every student interested in health pro-
fessions can have connections with
administration through this office to
get not only advising but [also] to get
access to programs developed for our
students."
Sandra Gerace, coordinator for the
Office of Pre-medical Education
Programs, said the office helps Lower
Rio Grande Valley students get into the
medical field as physicians, health care
professionals and researchers.
"Through the [office], we are able to
help a number of students that other-
wise would not have the opportunity to
enter into the health care field," Gerace
said. "We have students that are
exposed to careers they would normal-
ly have never known of and … this
education is attainable through finan-
cial aid. We have seminars that allow
students to actually view health care
professionals that give presentations
and provide question-and-answer ses-
sions. If it wasn't for the [Office of]
Pre-Medical Education Programs these
would be opportunities that the stu-
dents would not be able to experience." 
One program, the Joint Admissions
Medical Program, is supported by the
state of Texas and provides scholar-
ships to students who satisfy require-
ments to a medical school, Peltz said.
This program is designed to help high-
ly qualified students who are at an eco-
nomic or educational disadvantage. In
the summers of their sophomore, junior
and senior years, students spend about
five weeks in enrichment programs,
research programs, and MCAT prepa-
ration courses, he said.
OPEP offers pre-med advising by
faculty members who can help students
interested in health professions make
decisions concerning their career or
give them information on various pro-
grams. 
"We have a group of advisers who
have been very committed over the
years to the students at UTB and help-
ing those students pursue medical
careers," Gerace said.
OPEP is making connections with
graduate programs at universities such
as the UT Health Science Center at
Houston, the UT Health Science Center
at San Antonio, the University of North
Texas, and UT Medical Branch-
Galveston. 
"We are developing programs in
which students can start here in under-
graduate courses, they can major in
biology for example. Then they can get
[into] a master's program here with us
and then we can send them to Ph.D.
programs in different areas," Peltz said.
The Early Medical School
Acceptance Program (EMSAP) is a
program in which UTB/TSC formed a
partnership with UTMB-Galveston.
"We have 14 students in this program
already," said Peltz, "and they are con-
ditionally accepted at UTMB-
Galveston if they maintain a 3.25 GPA
here at UTB and get a major in biology
or chemistry and average scores in the
MCAT."
Student Marcia Mares praised the
EMSAP. 
"It has shown me what is expected of
me so that I can get into medical
school," Mares said. "It has shown me
which way I should follow."
Twenty students will be selected each
year to take part in the Kaplan Medical
College Admission Test preparation
course.
"[The MCAT] is a test that is
required for someone to be accepted to
medical school," Peltz said. "The
Kaplan group will come down here to
UTB and will teach the course every
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morn-
ing to our students in our own campus.
The office got the financial support
from the UT San Antonio Health
Science Center. This will help students
get better scores on the MCAT and give
them more chances to be accepted in
medical school."
OPEP is focusing its attention on col-
lege and high school students.
"We are even going into high schools
to let children know that a future in the
medical field is a possibility for them,"
Gerace said. "So this program is not
only helping the students here, but also
the students in the high schools so that
they can visualize extended goals.
Students involved in the pre-med pro-
gram will actually go into the high
schools and let them know what is
available to them here at UTB."
Gerace said the pre-med programs
give students the opportunity to make a
difference in someone else's life and to
contribute back to their community.
"The hope is that these students will
go on to become doctors and research
scientists and bring that knowledge
back to the Valley," Gerace said.
For more information about OPEP,
call Gerace at 554-5059 or visit the
office in Life and Health Sciences
Room 1.808A.
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Office assists pre-med students
By Analiz Gonzalez
Staff Writer
Advertise in The Collegian.
Call 554-5143 for the details.
beside the point.
The real issue--pressure to maximize
profits,  quarter after quarter, year after
year--overrides everything else, she
said. "The message they send is,
`We've got an ethics program, but you
are being paid to meet your goals and
you better meet your goals, no matter
what,' " she says. "Really what they're
saying is, `Trample on ethics if you
need to.' "
Petry, the ethics association's execu-
tive director, says Enron had a corpo-
rate-social-responsibility program offi-
cer who dealt mostly with external
engagements, such as environmental
groups, and the company's image. It
did not have an inward-facing focus, he
says.
"They didn't have anything that we
would consider an internal ethics offi-
cer," Petry says. "They are a case in
point of how to do it wrong, to make
ethics just PR and an external matter,
without addressing the internal checks
and balances."
Still, Petry concedes the balance
between increasing profits and staying
within the lines is "one of the biggest
obstacles that ethics officers struggle
with." 
"You do have short-term pressure
and it affects everyone in the compa-
ny," he says. "Even good people who
want to do the right thing are going to
be tempted to cross the line."
At Seattle University, students in
Dienhart's class continue their discus-
sion on whether their favorite manager
would have swayed the destiny of an
Enron or WorldCom.
"I don't know whether one person
could do anything," says Jeff Williams,
a purchasing manager.
Esham, the student who talked about
the woman forced out of the family-
owned company, says he likes to think
his former boss would do the right
thing. After she was pushed out for
raising questions about the company's
accounting practices, she agreed to
return as a consultant to train the
accounting staff.
He says she put her feelings aside so
she could ensure the employees were
properly trained. "She was gracious in
style and consistency and demeanor,"
he says. That company, by the way, is
no longer around.
Is this kind of discussion repeating
itself more frequently in class sessions
across the country? Have these scan-
dals changed the way business ethics is
taught? 
Some professors point to anecdotal
evidence that course enrollment is ris-
ing. All agree the field receives more
attention these days. 
Milton Blood, managing director of
accreditation services with the
Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business, said the study of
business ethics will unfold in the same
way international business studies has
evolved over the last decade.
"Although we insisted on it before,
the actual treatment in the schools will
probably show some reflection of the
kinds of incidents that we've seen
recently," he said.
Dienhart says he sees the change. His
students come to class much more
ready to investigate and think about the
power of ethics in an organization.
"It has given the students a clear les-
son on how basic ethical failures like
lying and misrepresentation can lead to
the downfall of even the biggest busi-
nesses," he says.
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Club Spotlight
Name: Accounting Society 
Purpose: To allow students to
learn more about the accounting
profession and its many aspects,
make the local business communi-
ties aware of the potential of our stu-
dents, and to involve students in
community and university service.
Established: October 1999





Director of Membership: Norma
Hinojosa 
Treasurer: Janie Ureña
Co-advisers: Mary Jane Sauceda
and Carol Collinsworth
Events: Guest speaker Bob
Richardson, CLU, CHFC
Community Service: Breast
Cancer Awareness Walk, Heart
Association Walk, Rio
Reforestation, H-E-B Feast of
Sharing, Boo at the Zoo, Sombrero
Festival, E2 Day-Día del Rio,
Environmental Awareness.
Donations: Hinojosa Scholarship
Fund, Defenbach Scholarship Fund,
orphanage in Mexico.
Meets: During fall and spring
semesters, the second and fourth
Saturday of the month at 1 p.m. in
Cavalry Room 103. Next scheduled
meeting is Nov. 23. 
For more information, contact:
Sauceda at mjsauceda@utb.edu
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
ALEJANDRO RIVERA/COLLEGIAN
Members of the Accounting Society include (from front to back)
Linda Banda, president; Alma Sanchez, secretary, Janie Ureña,
treasurer, Norma Hinojosa, director of membership, Carol
Collinsworth, adviser; Mary Jane Sauceda, adviser; Reynaldo
Mendoza; and Alex Treviño, vice president.
Ethics
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El 11 de enero, muchos estudiantes se
mudarán al antiguo hotel Holiday Inn
Fort Brown y comenzarán a vivir en el
campus. 
"Ahora, el hotel está casi al corriente",
dijo Vince Solís, director de Actividades
Estudiantiles "Lo que están haciendo es
preparar [los cuartos], limpiar las alfom-
bras, asegurarse que esté todo en orden.
Están poniendo diferentes enchufes en
diferentes lugares para los mini-refriger-
adores, haciendo cosas de último minu-
to". 
Un total de 143 estudiantes se han
inscrito para las viviendas hasta ahora; el
local tiene capacidad para 230. Solís dijo
que espera estar operando al  80 por cien-
to de capacidad cuando se abran los dor-
mitorios en enero.
Solís ha contratado a seis estudiantes
para que lo ayuden: dos residentes
cabecillas y cuatro asistentes de resi-
dentes.  
"Sus responsabilidades serán asegu-
rarse que las necesidades de los estudi-
antes sean cubiertas", dijo Solís "Pero
más que nada, ellos servirán como un tipo
hermano o hermana mayor en cuanto al
ejemplo a seguir". 
Cada asistente de residente será asigna-
do 40 estudiantes y tendrán programas
semanales y mensuales para los resi-
dentes. 
Las actividades incluirán educación
sobre el alcohol y clases de natación. 
Julia Esparza, una estudiante de enfer-
mería y ex Infante de Marina, es una de
los residentes cabecillas. 
"Yo era un sargento de la Infantería de
Marina", dijo Esparza, quien también ha
sido directora de mercadotecnia para las
estaciones de radio B-104 y KTEX. 
Ignacio Salazar será el residente
cabecilla para los hombres. 
"Me voy a asegurar que cada estudiante
tenga todo lo que necesita y a mantener
todas las reglas", dijo Salazar. "He traba-
jado en mercadotecnia, así que sé lidiar
con la gente". 
La universidad pondrá la alfombra roja
para darle la bienvenida a los estudiantes
el 11 de enero. Solís dijo que se les dará
barbacoa y se les brindará ayuda al mover
sus pertenencias a los cuartos. 
Esta no será la primera vez que estudi-
antes o empleados han vivido en el cam-
pus. 
En los años ‘70s y ‘80s, jugadores de
béisbol y profesores vivieron en el cam-
pus. Algunos profesores vivieron en las
barracas detrás del Edificio de Música.
Entre ellos estaban Imelda Peña, profeso-
ra de matemáticas; Teresa Cadena, profe-
sora de inglés y oratoria; y Celia Flores-
Feist, profesora de química. 
"Era muy conveniente, muy placentero,
había mucha más socialización con los
estudiantes y los profesores", recordó
Cadena sobre su experiencia con las
viviendas universitarias. 
Era económico, también. Cadena y
Flores-Feist eran compañeras de cuarto
en las antiguas barracas, las cuales tenían
tres cuartos, closet amplios, cocina y
comedor todo por $60 dólares al mes. 
Después, los profesores se mudaron a la
antigua Casa de Oficiales, localizada en el
número 48 de la calle Taylor (detrás del
Auditorio Jacob Brown). Descrito por
Peña como teniendo enormes recámaras,
salas y comedores, la casa se rentaba por
$120 al mes. 
"Esos eran los años divertidos al traba-
jar con TSC", dijo Peña. "Era muy emo-
cionante, porque teníamos mucha amis-
tad. Mis estudiantes me seguían a casa y
yo los ayudaba después de clase". 
Vivir tan cerca de todo era cómodo para
los profesores. 
"Yo estacionaba mi carro durante la
semana y no lo movía hasta en fin de sem-
ana", dijo Flores-Feist. "Yo compraba en
el centro, comía e iba a la iglesia en el
centro así que caminaba a todas partes". 
Imagina saber donde viven tus profe-
sores y poder ir a verlos con cualquier
problema. 
"No era sorpresa abrir la puerta y
encontrar a un estudiante que pedía ayuda
con las clases", dijo Flores-Feist. 






Clasificación:  Estudiante del último
año.
Especialidad: Graduada del Centro
de Educación Artística de Televisa
(1993), Letras Españolas con una
segunda especialidad en Psicología,
Trabajadora Social y Traducción.
Afiliaciones: "Who's Who Among
Students in Colleges and Universities",
ASPIRE, directora del Teatro
Laberinto, Sigma Delta Pi, entrenadora
de kickball, nominada al premio
"Scholastic Excellence Award", lista
del decano y lista de la rectora.
Pasatiempos: Estudiar todo el tiem-
po, pensar en obras de teatro para los
estudiantes y estar involucrada en
cuantas actividades pueda.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande?
"El haberme comprobado a mí misma
de que sí podía obtener buenas califi-
caciones y recibirme con honores, ya
que nunca lo había hecho en la
preparatoria".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a corto y
largo plazo? "Empezar con mi
maestría el próximo año, dar clases y
continuar con el teatro dándole clases a
los estudiantes de actuación".
¿Qué has hecho en beneficio de la
comunidad? "Durante los últimos
cuatro años he convivido con [los
huéspedes] del Centro Ozanam [alber-
gue para personas sin hogar] y trabajo
como voluntaria; a la vez, llevo al
grupo de teatro junto con mis famil-






Gonzalo Reyna, empleado de Planta
Física, saca una televisión de uno de
los cuartos que están siendo renova-
dos para ser viviendas estudiantiles.
C.A.M.P. is a federally funded program that strives to
provide opportunities for young migrant workers to
enter college and receive support services necessary
to successfully complete post-secondary education.
C.A.M.P. participants have the unique opportunity to
participate in activities that promote academic
achievement, along with personal and cultural
enrichment.  If you are a UTB/TSC student with less
than 30 completed hours, you may be eligible for the
following services:
-Tutoring in the areas of Reading, Writing,
Mathematics, and English





-Various Academic and Enrichment Workshops
-C.A.M.P. Student Organization
-Student Housing
For more information, or to apply for the program, 
call the C.A.M.P. Staff
Sandra Lee Rubio, LMSW-Program Director (956) 544-8292
Eddie Ramirez, Recruiter (956) 544 8292
Attention Migrant Students
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which he gave thanks for "life, health and the freedom
we have in this country."
Willard Chaplinski, commander of American Legion
Post 498 in Port Isabel, led the crowd in reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance. The Marine Military Academy band, under
the direction of drill instructor Chief Warrant Officer Ed
Harris, performed the national anthem.
Celestino Martinez, executive officer of the American
Vietnam Veterans, Chapter I, delivered the POW/MIA
reading.  Martinez explained the symbolism behind five
place settings on a small table that was on display.
"It's set for five to symbolize the fact that members from
all five of our Armed Forces branches are missing from our
ranks," Martinez said.  "The table is small, symbolizing the
frailty of one prisoner alone with his oppressors. … The
salt sprinkled on the plate reminds us of the countless fall-
en tears of their families as they wait in hope … The can-
dle is reminiscent of the light of hope, a light to illuminate
their way home … The flag, however, reminds us that
many will never return; that they have made the supreme
sacrifice of their lives again to ensure our freedom."
This year's guest speaker was Chief Warrant Officer
Patrick Culver, executive officer of the U.S. Coast Guard.
Culver, a husband and father to three children, is a 21-year
veteran of the U.S. Coast Guard who has served on four
Coast Guard cutters, two search-and-rescue stations and
two operations centers.  He received a master of arts
degree in interdisciplinary studies from UTB/TSC and
serves as an adjunct professor of government on campus.
Culver related combat stories and spoke on "the horror
and the honor, the sacrifice and the triumph."  
"For those veterans present, we, those who currently
serve, will salute smartly and charge up that hill," Culver
said. "We will meet our anxieties and prevail.  We will con-
tinue to serve and conduct ourselves honorably on the field
of battle."
William Pardo, a skydiver from the Valley Skydive
Academy, adorned the blue skies by parachuting over the
crowded lawn at an altitude of 12,000 feet, leaving the
audience in awe. Two vintage planes from the RGV Wing
Confederate Air Force flew over the campus.
The U.S. Coast Guard displayed a helicopter and boat in
which spectators were welcomed to look inside and take
pictures.  
"I think the public can see that there's a lot more to the
job than going off to fight in the war," said Boatswain Mate
Petty Officer Second-Class William D. Hurt.  "It's about
pride and doing something for your country."
The Army Reserve and National Guard also displayed
vehicles, weaponry and provided samples of military cui-
sine, Meals Ready to Eat, otherwise known as MRE's.
The ceremony ended with a cascade of red, white and
blue balloons released by staff members of the Student
Activities Office.
Veterans
Continued from Page 1
Keynote speaker Chief Warrant Officer Patrick Culver of the Coast Guard
addresses the audience during the Veterans Day ceremony held on the South
Lawn Nov. 7. Seated (from left) are Iglesia Bautista Pastor Carlos Navarro;
Ruth Ann Ragland, associate vice president for Academic Affairs; Brownsville
Mayor Blanca Vela; Chief Boatswain Mate John Gallagher; and UTB/TSC
President Juliet V. García.













Planes from the Rio Grande Valley Wing of the Confederate Air Force of Brownsville
fly above the 1,800-square-foot U.S. flag held up high by two fire engines. Ruben Limas (from left), an academic adviser; a Marine Military Academy cadet;
and Patrick McGehee, director of the Testing Office, take part in the laying of the
wreath. Limas served two tours of duty in Vietnam as a Marine corporal. McGehee,
who was a Navy HM2 Hospital Corpsman, also served in Vietnam.  Photos by Dámaris Gloria
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2 teams triumph in flag football; 11 players head to regional match
Blue skies, warm temperatures and
a nice Southern breeze made the set-
ting complete for the first annual Flag
Football Scorpion Shootout, played
Oct. 9 on the lawn behind the Life
and Health Sciences building. The
Big Ballers took first place in the
men's division and the Catholic
Campus Ministry won the co-ed divi-
sion.
Each team was awarded $200.
Vince Solis, director of Student
Activities, said 12 teams signed up
but only 10 showed up. At the peak of
the tournament, there were as many
as 200 people playing or watching the
tournament.
The action intensified as the first
teams were eliminated and the
remaining teams moved to the next
round of play. Some players liked the
competition and were looking for-
ward to more tournaments.
"The tournament was pretty good,
it was a good turnout," said Alex
Salinas, junior finance major and a
tournament participant. "A lot of stu-
dents came out and played. It was
tough competition because there were
a lot of teenagers just fresh out of
high school. It was a good turnout,
everyone had good games and I'm
looking forward to playing next
time."
Solis said the tournament was a
complete success and plans to expand
the tournament next year to a longer
format.
"We're hoping to do leagues next
year so that may work out well with
us," he said. "That way, we can have
continuous play instead of just a one-
day tournament."
From the men's division, Solis
selected the best players to partici-
pate in the Baylor Foot Locker.com
Flag Football Regional
Championship, to be held Friday
through Sunday in Waco. The players
are sophomores Rene Garcia, Chris
Cortez, Willie Burlingame, Joe A.
Jimenez, Jose De Luna, Greg Blanco
and Roberto Cadena Jr., seniors
David Diaz, Danny Casanova and
Oscar O. Garcia, whom is also the
team captain and junior Romeo
Tejada.
The regional competition is part of
the American Collegiate Intramural
Championships. The region covers
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and
Louisiana.
"We feel excited, it's a good oppor-
tunity to show what we've got down
here in the Valley," Oscar O. Garcia
said. "We're ready. We have some
good players, good talent, good peo-
ple in every position and good ath-
letes. There's a lot of good athletes
down here … but scouts don't really
come down here to watch us so this is
a good opportunity to go up there and
show them what we've got. It's going
to be tough because there is a lot of
competition up there. It's going to be
pretty good, we're very excited."
Solis believes the team has a good
chance to advance beyond the tourna-
ment and play at a national level. For
now, he is just excited about the suc-
cess of this tournament and expects
more events in the future.
"It was a great turnout, we hope to
do more rec-sports programming and
we look forward to having students
come out and participate in our sport-




Two teams compete on the lawn behind the Life and Health Sciences building
during the Student Activities-sponsored flag football tournament. The tourna-
ment, which was held Nov. 9, featured 10 men’s and co-ed teams.
Athlete of the Week
Name: Richard Abete







Favorite Team: Dallas Cowboys
Favorite Athlete: Michael
Jordan
Began Playing Golf: At age 12
What do you like about golf?
"It's the only one sport that I think
that can really change or affect the
way you look at life, your attitude.
Just like in life you have your good
days and your bad days. And, in
golf you have to have a lot of
patience so it sort of helps you out."  
Personal Goals: "To exceed in
golf, go as far as I can go but my
main goal is to finish college with a
degree."
Team Goals: "I'm hoping we can
make it to nationals this year and,
hopefully, be ranked top five."
Awards/Honors: Co-captain of
UTB/TSC's Men's Golf Team in
2002, captain of high school team
and First Team All-Valley in 2000-
2001.
Where do you see yourself in 10
years? "I see myself, hopefully,
working with golf, either playing or
managing a golf course and using
my major of business. I'll probably





David Flores (foreground), property inventory supervisor for the
Kinesiology Department defeated Felipe Castillo, a senior history major,
21-9 and 21-14 in a best-of-three match Nov. 11 in the Garza Gym.
Intramural match
CHARLOTTE, N.C.--Mini credit
cards introduced by Bank of America
and Discover this year have opened a
new battlefield to win over consumers-
-the key chain.
Card issuers are betting people will
enjoy the convenience of dangling the
mini cards among their discount gro-
cery tags, gym passes and house keys.
And with the average American house-
hold carrying 14 credit cards, marketers
hope the tiny ones become the favorite
at the cash register.
Many people will get to see the mini-
cards soon: Bank of America is mailing
them to 1.2 million of its customers.
"There's no better place for `on-go'
Americans" than the key chain, said
Patrick Kiernan, a consumer consultant
from Colorado. "You don't have to
reach inside your wallet. And you don't
have to make a choice."
This latest micro trend begs some big
questions: Will thieves start going for
our keys? Are we careful enough with
our key chains? And will we charge
more?
"Every time you get your keys out to
start your car, you're reminded the card
is there," said Curtis Arnold, who runs
an Internet news and discussion board
about credit cards. "You could spend
some more."
Jean Ann Fox, consumer protection
director at the Consumer Federation of
America, said key-chain cards could be
too tempting to people who make
impulse purchases or have large debts.
"They don't need it to be easier to use
a credit card," she said.
Customers will need to be responsi-
ble, card issuers said.
"When you use a Visa card, it's the
one we want you to use," said Jamily
Pentz, product manager for Bank of
America's minicard. "It's not that we
want you to use it more."
The tiny credit cards owe their start to
the supermarket discount cards that
have won a place in three out of four
American households. It's expected that
people at the checkout will use the cred-
it card on the same key chain as their
discount card.
"People have become used to waving
their keys and some sort of financial
transaction happening," said Thomas
Hine, author of the upcoming "I Want
That! How We All Became Shoppers."
Until now, losing a key chain card
wasn't a crisis. What's the worst a thief
can do with your grocery discount card?
Make it look like you have a sudden
interest in Cheez Doodles and
Budweiser? A credit card in the wrong
hands, though, opens many more possi-
bilities.
"It seems to fly in the face of the trend
of people wanting more security," Hine
said. "To me, a wallet feels more secure
than a key chain because a key chain is
more likely to fall out of your pocket.
Pickpockets have had no incentive to
rob your key chain. Now they will."
Bank of America and Discover say
customers are not liable for any unau-
thorized purchases. Victims have to
spend time straightening out their
accounts, something tough to place a
price on.
People will need to exercise the same
precautions with their key chain as their
wallets, Pentz said.
Patsy Mobley of Charlotte said the
convenience of no longer having to
search her handbag for a credit card
outweighs worries about thieves.
The cracker-size cards could spark
more key-ring goodies.
Exxon Mobil Corp. already has about
5 million customers for its SpeedPass, a
car key-size wireless wand that puts
purchases on a credit card with a wave
in front of sensors. McDonald's is test-
ing a similar wand in Florida and the
Midwest.
So what's after the key chain? How
about your wrist?
Timex has introduced a watch with
the SpeedPass sensor. Chips embedded
in wrist bands grant access at Six Flags
and Stone Mountain parks in the
Atlanta area, Cardweb.com President
Robert McKinley said.
Said Bankrate.com editor Daniel
Ray: "You might want to watch where
you're waving."
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Mini credit cards, introduced by Bank of America and Discover, have





This is not the first time, however,
that students and staff have lived on
campus.
In the 1970s and '80s, baseball
players and faculty lived on campus.
Some faculty members resided in bar-
racks behind the Music Building.
Among them were Imelda Peña,
assistant professor of mathematics;
Teresa Cadena, associate professor of
English and speech; and Celia Flores-
Feist, associate professor of chem-
istry. 
"It was very convenient, very pleas-
ant, there was a lot more socializing
with college students and faculty,"
Cadena recalled about her experience
with campus housing.
It was economical, too. Cadena and
Flores-Feist were roommates in the
former barracks, which featured three
bedrooms, walk-in closets, a kitchen
and dining area-all for $60 a month.
Later, the professors moved into the
former Officer's House, located at 48
Taylor St. (behind Jacob Brown
Auditorium). Described by Peña as
having huge bedrooms, living and
dining rooms, the house rented for
$120 a month.  
"Those were the fun years of work-
ing with TSC," Peña said. "It was
very exciting, because we had a lot of
togetherness. My students would fol-
low me home and I would tutor them
after class."
Living so close to everything at that
time was suitable for the professors.
"I would park my car during the
week and probably wouldn't move it
'til the weekend," Flores-Feist said.
"I would shop downtown, eat, and go
to church downtown so I would walk
everywhere."
Imagine knowing where your pro-
fessors live and being able to go to
them with any problem.
"It wasn't a surprise to answer the
door and a student would be there,
asking for tutoring," Flores-Feist
said.
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In the current age of information, the value of knowledge about differ-
ent cultures, countries and the ability of communicating in more than one
language are at a premium. One way of accomplishing this goal is by
studying in a foreign country. The benefits of studying abroad are more
than just broadening horizons. Corporations, government agencies and
educational institutions at all levels need people with global perspectives
who can live and work in a variety of nations. In general, employees who
possess international educational experience are ahead of the competition.
Although the events of Sept. 11 did have a negative impact on industry,
tourism and other fields, this incident also placed international education
at the forefront of international news and into a new light. World leaders,
diplomats and heads of corporations have realized that the only way to
promote peace and understanding in today's world is through the under-
standing of other cultures and learning of foreign languages. Despite this
tragedy, the number of students and scholars participating in internation-
al education did not experience a drastic change after 9/11. According to
a poll recently taken of 650 international educators, the overwhelming
majority responded that there was little or no change in the number of stu-
dents going abroad or coming into the United States.  
Regardless of the events of 9/11, few American students take advantage
of the opportunities available to them to study abroad. According to
"Open Doors," the annual report on International Education, only 143,590
U.S. students studied in a foreign country during the 1999-2002 school
year. This is small number compared to the 547,867 foreign students who
came to study in the United States during the same period.
Students interested in studying abroad have a variety of options. They
can study a summer, a semester, or a year in the foreign country of their
choice. Students can select a simple program to learn a foreign language,
to study the culture and the history of a particular country, or they may
choose to earn credit toward the degree they are pursuing in the United
States.  
Furthermore, students may choose to study conveniently at an
American university satellite campus located in a foreign country, where
courses are taught in English, and they can still savor another part of our
global community. Whatever choice the student makes, the benefits of
studying in a foreign country are immeasurable
For more information about studying abroad, come and listen to
Cristine Scavo, of the University of Texas at Austin Study Abroad Office,
talk about the benefits of Study Abroad and their programs available to
UTB/TSC students. The presentation will take place at 11:50 a.m.
Wednesday in Life and Health Science Room 1.102. The lecture is part of
International Education Week 2002.
From  the  Counselor's  Desk
It's not always the "Freshman
15."
Sometimes, it's only 5.
Sometimes, heaven forbid, it's 40.
No matter the exact number,
many college freshmen are discov-
ering that they'll have a little extra
baggage to take home for
Thanksgiving: unwanted pounds
that creep up with as much
inevitability as final exams.
"It's a real issue," says Marilyn
Yourdon, director of student health
at Wichita State University.
At Kansas State University, "I
know that it's a huge concern, espe-
cially for the girls," says Dianna
Schalles, nutritionist and health
educator at Lafene Health Center.
Researchers at Tufts University,
known for its work in nutrition,
studied the eating and nutritional
habits of college students for four
years and found that weight gain
during the freshman year is com-
mon. They said the average gain
was about 6 pounds for men and 4.5
for women. 
Yourdon and Schalles say the
extra pounds can be blamed on a
number of factors:
--Meals become irregular as stu-
dents try to juggle classes, jobs,
social lives and studying. Missed
meals may be replaced by binge
eating later in the day.
--Late-night snacking seems to go
with late-night studying. "To stay
awake, you had to snack. Or if you
didn't drink coffee, then you
snacked. And even if you did drink
coffee, you snacked," Yourdon
says.
--Exercise levels decrease.
Students who were high school
football players--and eating like
them--suddenly aren't even partici-
pating in pickup games but haven't
changed their eating patterns.
--The way dorm cafeterias are set
up leads some students to take an
all-you-can-eat approach to meals.
--Eating with groups of people
encourages eating more, sort of like
the effect of a big family
Thanksgiving dinner.
To break the cycle, Schalles as a
nutritionist and Yourdon as a nurse
try to encourage small changes and
moderation.
Rather than talking about weight
gain or weight loss, Yourdon talks
about nutrition basics and learning
to read and pay attention to nutri-
tion labels.
Schalles often has students keep a
food journal. "The food journals
really help them to become aware."
Often, she says, the journals will
show that a student is consuming
1,000 to 1,500 calories a day from
soft drinks, or not thinking about
the calories that come from a quick
stop at a fast-food restaurant.
Alcohol also can add weight. It
has 7 calories per gram, almost as
many as fat. A student may skip a
meal to "bank" calories, Schalles
says, then have several beers, fol-
lowed by binge snacking to deal
with a case of the munchies.
Schalles recommends that stu-
dents carry "smart" snacks in their
backpacks and plan ahead to make
healthy choices at meals.
Yourdon and Schalles encourage
students to exercise in whatever
way they can. 
But students don't have to go to a
gym, the experts say. "Even small
things, like parking farther away,
can add up," Schalles says. So can
walking to classes at a brisker pace.
Regular exercise can make up for
many eating mistakes, Yourdon
says. Her son learned that lesson:
He had been a runner in high
school, and he ran during his first
two years of college. 




Many college freshmen find
themselves with extra pounds
Housing
Continued from Page 1
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Student Soapbox
What are you looking forward to on
Thanksgiving?
"Mostly the time away from




"I look forward to seeing the fami-
ly I haven't seen, eating and remi-
niscing with my cousins."
--Lisa Flores 
Freshman music major
"The food. You have your family.
You have the food. You have your
friends. You have the food. You have
the football game. You have the food.
--Ricardo Presas
Freshman English major
"Having a couple of days off
because schools, been really hard
and being able to see my family
because I never see them."
--Brenda Salazar
Junior nursing major
"Spending time with my family
and eating a bunch of turkey."
--Fernando Espinosa
Sophomore
"I like spending time with my fam-
ily and eating turkey."
--Desiree Figueroa
Freshman
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
Letters to the
Editor Policy
Can music's bad boy
transcend hip-hop?
Marshall Mathers is no stranger to controversy. The exploits of the
reigning bad boy of "gangsta" rap have become legendary. It seems
Mathers always is stirring the pot and making people uncomfortable. He
also makes them think about matters as substantive as violence, prejudice
and where artistic expression so far exceeds the boundaries of good taste
that it deserves to be censored by a society that treasures freedom. Most
Americans, one imagines, have heard of Mathers, though most probably
know him better as Eminem. 
If you think you had heard the last from the prince of shock back in
February of last year when an appearance at the Grammy Awards stirred
protests over distasteful lyrics that seemed to promote homophobia and
violence against women, think again. We are all going to be hearing a lot
more from this talented if seemingly troubled young man. 
Eminem now is a movie star. After making his film debut in the semi-
autobiographical "8 Mile"--a movie that raked in an estimated $54.5 mil-
lion over the weekend to become the No. 1 movie in America--the
Detroit-spawned rapper's initials might stand for "Multi-Media." The film
gives a behind-the-scenes look at the hip-hop phenomenon centered on
an underground practice known as "battling," where participants fire off
words at one another as if they were missiles. The movie isn't for every-
body. The language is crude, and one or two scenes are explicit enough to
have merited its R-rating all by themselves. But it is also a good story,
about redemption and the challenges that come from pursuing one's
dreams. 
From his perch atop the entertainment world, Eminem has achieved his
dreams. Now it may be time for redemption. His song lyrics are still
repulsive, and his message deeply troubling. But this new turn as an actor
gives Mathers a chance to use his talents for good. It also may allow him
to offer something of value--not just to the 18- to 25-year-olds who have
made him a multimillionaire in multiple mediums but also to the rest of a
society that has, up to now, been at a loss to figure out what all the fuss is
about. 
Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service
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Top 5 affordable vehicles for 
college students
The Collegian recently looked into some economical vehicles for
college students.  (Please note that prices may vary according to
prior credit history.  Tax, title and registration fees may also
apply.)  They are as follows:
Bert Ogden Kia, 602 W. Jackson, Harlingen, (956) 423-5555,
www.kia.com
2003 Kia Rio Sedan
Price: $11,165*
Monthly payment: $186 (60-month financing)
*Price quoted on Web site
Cardenas Motor Inc., 1500 N. Expressway, Brownsville, 542-
3541
2003 Dodge Neon SXT
Price: $13,000*
Monthly payment: low to mid $200
*Price quoted by Russell Kent, sales manager
Payne Lincoln-Mercury, 4017 N. Expressway, Brownsville, 350-
4488 www.payneautogroup.com 
2003 Suzuki Aerio S 
Price: $14,084*
Monthly payment: $240-$250
*Price quoted by Henry Smith, sales manager
Special program for students: 0 percent interest for 60 months
and no credit needed




Monthly payment: $249.04 (72-month financing at 8 percent
A.P.R. with "A" approval credit. No money down and $2,000
rebate. Sale price after discount and rebate: $13,195).
*Price published on Web site
Tipton Motors Inc., 3840 N. Expressway, Brownsville, 350-
5600 www.fordvehicles.com 
2003 ZX2
Price: $13,605-$15,210*  
*Price quoted on Web site
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22): Your
jealous and resentful temperament
will definitely be tested over the
holidays. Drink some eggnog, relax
and maybe this year you won't be
left high and dry like last year's
turkey. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21):
You didn't make the turkey so stop
complaining that it's dry; maybe if
you would help cook things would
be different.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20):
Ever heard the expression, "Practice
what you preach"?  Be careful with
what you say; next time you might
just be caught with your pants down.  
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19):
You're always a neat freak but this
Thanksgiving ditch the napkin and
rub the gravy all over your cute little
behind. 
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): You
need to grow a spine and show
everyone you've got a pair!  This
year, don't believe every vagabond
that approaches you for money and
says that he is stranded down here
while his wife is delivering their
first child upstate.
Aries (March 21-April 20): So,
you're anxious about finding the
perfect match to play tonsil hockey
with.  However, to spare you from
rejection over and over again, have
you ever heard of Altoids?  
Taurus (April 21-May 21):
When you were young, did you ever
say, "I want to be a crack junkie
when I grow up." Exactly!  Stop
kidding yourself and start preparing
for your future now!
Gemini (May 22-June 21):
Measure the amount of eggnog you
serve in your cup because it might
lead to a steamy conversation that
may give you a bad name.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Stop
carrying the entire weight on your
shoulders. I know you feel like you
have a million things to do but
count; there's only one you should
worry about: having fun.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): You're
worried about looking great this hol-
iday season, but haven't you heard
of Thanksgiving being a time to sit
and pig out!
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 23): Even
though you're crazy about the new
He-man show and the toys, please
refrain from wearing loincloth and
suspenders to Thanksgiving dinner;
and, no, you cannot eat dinner inside
Castle Grayskull.
Libra (Sept. 24-Oct. 23): Out
with the old and in with the new!
Throw away those old granny
panties and invest in something
more contemporary.  Besides,
granny panties only worked for Pee-
Wee Herman and Bridget Jones.
Mystik Sisters
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Posada/Pastorela set for Dec. 6
An angel who carries a mirror because she is always concerned about her looks
is one of the comical characters in this year's pastorela, or shepherd's play, set for
Dec. 6 at the SET-B Lecture Hall.
The shepherd's play is one of three components of UTB/TSC's ninth annual
Posada/Pastorela.
The celebration begins at 6:30 p.m. with the peregrinación, or walk, from the
Free Speech area to the SET-B Courtyard. During the walk participants follow
actors re-enacting Joseph and Mary's search for lodging.
At 7 p.m. "Pastorela Milenio" starts in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Club Cultural
Latinoamericano is producing the play. It is directed by student Raul Contreras
and features fellow students Raul Rivera, Patricia Hinojosa, Sergio Martinez,
Marisol Rodriguez, Luis Peña, Karla Treviño, Nancy Lucio, Myra Cruz, Jessica
García, Fátima Lozano, Luisa Merino, Myrna Gonzalez, Noe Elizondo, Venice
Solis, Norma Rangel, Alma García, Michael Rodriguez, Tere Merino, Eduardo
García, Rolando Lopez, Daniel Ceballos, Graciela De Ochoa and Garret Autrey.
"This year's play is going to be really, really funny," said Vince Solis, director
of Student Activities, which is sponsoring the Posada/Pastorela. "We've got a
group of students that is producing the play, directing the play. They are working
on every aspect of it."  
Myrna Gonzalez portrays "Cometa," the angel, who alerts fellow angels to the
pending birth of Jesus.
Asked if she has started memorizing her lines, Gonzalez replied, "Yes. … I'm
only in scenes 5, 6 and 7 but I talk a lot."
After the play, the celebration continues in the SET-B Courtyard with the posa-
da, which will feature mariachis, food and games.
"We'll have piñatas, hot chocolate, churros, pan dulce," Solis said.
Admission to the event is free.
By Helen Craules
Staff Writer
